Thanksgiving Eve
November 24, 2011
St. Luke Sheboygan Falls

Luke 17:11-19
Returning to Give Thanks
Let us pray. Fill our hearts with gratitude, O Lord that we may give thanks for all of the blessings you have given us all year long. AMEN.

I’ve been writing lots of thank you notes lately since so many people have shown such kindness and generosity in the loss of my mom. Though sometimes I may forget, my mommy always taught me to show gratitude by writing notes. I’ve tried to teach my kids the same thing, although in the age of the internet I wonder if actual written cards are becoming a lost art. I hope not. 

I know throughout my years teaching Confirmation I have received a few notes from students that I have kept in a file that I look at when I need a boost. I think there might be one or two in there from couples I have married. It is such an important thing to let others know when they have made a difference in our lives. If we don’t tell them, who will?

I am truly astonished that in today’s Gospel reading of ten lepers who were healed by Jesus, only one of them returned to him to give thanks. Nine out of ten lepers surveyed had no time to go back and thank Jesus for changing their whole lives? That’s just sad.

Sure, they could argue that they went and showed themselves to the priests as Jesus commanded them to do, but with a whole new healthy life ahead of them couldn’t they take time to make a detour back to the one responsible?

Today I’d like to do something a little bit different with this time. Inside your bulletin is a thank you note. I want you to think for a moment or two about someone who has made a big difference in your life—a parent, a teacher, a friend, a spouse. Make it a person who is still living. Then I’d like you to right here and now, write that note out to that person. You could do as little as sign your name. Inside is a short Bible verse: “I thank my God in every remembrance of you.” Or you could add a line or two expressing exactly what you are thankful for, something they did or just who they are as a person. Then, as soon as you can after you leave church today, send or give it to that person. I want to especially challenge those of you who might never  have written a thank you note—maybe you’re a guy whose wife has always done that job in your household or a youth whose mommy didn’t ever make them—try it, you might like it.

GIVE TIME TO WRITE NOTES.

Now let’s pray, we thank you God for all of these wonderful people who have touched our lives. May we never take the loving kindness of others for granted, but always view them as generous gifts from your hand through them to us. AMEN. 
